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Eurostat: Nearly Third of Bulgarians Aged 15-64
 Were Economically Inactive in 2016

Sofia - Nearly 31 per cent of
Bulgarians aged 15-64 were eco-
nomically inactive in 2016, according
to Eurostat data, released on
Wednesday. Figures suggest that 27
per cent of the EU population were
outside the labour market in 2016.

Home data confirm that economi-
cally inactive Bulgarians aged 15-64
totalled 1.5 million in 2016.

Of these 164,000 were perma-
nently discouraged. At 70 per cent,
people with secondary education
accounted for the largest portion,
followed by people with primary edu-
cation at 61 per cent.

The largest number of economi-
cally inactive people was recorded
in the 15-24 age group, at over
500,000. Nearly 224,000 persons
aged 25-34 were economically in-
active, 155,000 persons aged 35-

44, and 160,000 aged 45-54. In the
most economically active age
group, 55-64, over 400,000 Bul-
garians were unemployed.

In Bulgaria, 641,000 men and
over 800,000 women aged 15-64
were unemployed.

Nearly 90 million people aged 15
to 64 were economically inactive  in
the European Union. The level of
education seemed to play a role, as
the proportion of inactive people in
the EU fell as educational levels rose
among them. While almost half (47
per cent) of those aged 15-64 with a
low education level (at most lower
secondary education) were inactive
in 2016, this share decreased to 24
per cent for those with a medium
education level and fell to 12 per cent
when it came to the part of the
population with a high education level

(tertiary education).
Across the EU Member States,

Italy (35.1 per cent) recorded the
highest proportion of persons outside
the labour market. It was followed by
Croatia and Romania (both 34.4 per
cent), Belgium (32.4 per cent) and
Greece (31.8 per cent).

At the opposite end of the scale,
the lowest share was registered in
Sweden (17.9 per cent), ahead of
Denmark (20.0 per cent) and the
Netherlands (20.3 per cent). It
should be noted that the proportion
of economically inactive people was
higher among women than men in
every EU Member State, although
the proportions differed from state
to state.

In total, almost 8 in 10 inactive
people (78 per cent) declared that
they did not wish to work.

ICT, Outsourcing Projects
 Totalling Lv 3 Mln-Plus Started since Early

2017 -  Deputy Minister
Sofia - Projects to an aggregate value of over 3 million

leva have started since the beginning of this year in the ICT
and outsourcing sector, and more than 400 new jobs have
been created as a result of this, it emerged at a meeting of
Bulgarian Deputy Economy Minister Alexander Manolev
with representatives of The Independent Advisory Network
(IAN), one of the largest British consultancy firms, Manolev's
Ministry said in a press release on Wednesday.

IAN is carrying out a fact-finding mission in Bulgaria
focused on the local ICT and outsourcing sector.

In Manolev's words, projects worth nearly 20 million leva
under the Investment Promotion Act have started in this field
since 2013, creating 2,700 jobs.

The British consultancy firm representatives said their
clients are specifically interested in relocating part of their
operations to the region. Their fact-finding mission to Bul-
garia is prompted by the number of advantages that this
country offers in terms of geographical location, access to
the single European market and a build-up of traditions in the
sector, among others. The qualification of those employed
in the sector is also highly appreciated by the business
community. Another advantage they noted is the presence
of large foreign companies that already operate in this sector
here. 

Wild Camping Sites Should Be
Designated - Experts

Sofia - Wild camping sites along the Bulgarian
Black Sea coast should be designated by legislation,
it emerged at a meeting between Environment and
Water Minister Neno Dimov and the Chairman of the
National Association for the Bulgarian Black Sea
Coast, Dimiter Kanariev, the Environment and Water
Ministry said Wednesday.

After the wild camping sites are designated there
will be clear responsibilities for the provision of water
and chemical toilets, waste disposal and waste water
management, Dimov said. Wild camping is also al-
lowed at NATURA 2000 locations, but that should be
regulated.

Kanariev pointed out that their analyses revealed
over 20 wild camping sites along the sea coast, some
of which are in protected territories, dunes and
private property. In the summer there are over 10,000
people there, a figure which increases to 20,000 on
weekends. The people who camp in this way pollute
the environment with plastics, bottles, paper, and
biological waste, and they build fires, he explained.
According to him, they leave tonnes of waste that
there is no one to clean behind.

The association also raised the issue of lack of
master plans in some Black Sea municipalities.
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